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The Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear accident on 11th March 2011 created in its wake an unprecedented 
environmental challenge. Full decommissioning of the hardware of the plant will take many decades. 

The shorter term challenge has been to manage the flow of water into and out from the damaged 

https://esi.nus.edu.sg/


reactors. An ice wall has been built around the reactors to prevent water entering and leaving. In 
addition, radioactive water if being processed to drastically reduce to concentration of most nuclides. 

The processed water is then stored in tanks. The quantity of this water now exceeds 1.25 million 
tonnes and continues to rise. At some time soon, it will be necessary to dispose of this processed 

water. Of the various technically feasible options, the one that appears to be favoured is release into 
the ocean. This has raised concerns within Japan, but also in South Korea and other countries. 

This webinar will address a number of questions relating to the management of water flows, the 
processing of the contaminated water, the options to dispose of the processed water and the 

regulatory challenges. 

Programme 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Dr Philip Andrews-Speed, Senior Principal Fellow, Energy Studies Institute, National University of 

Singapore 

Contaminated water management: current situation and issues in Fukushima-Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Station. 

Professor Akio Yamamoto, Graduate School of Engineering, Nagoya University, Japan. 

The Concerns of South Korea 
Dr. Park Jiyoung, Asan Institute for Policy Studies, Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

Q&A 
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