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Synopsis 
 
Climate change success will require moving beyond the 20 th Century focus on nation-state   
targets and timetables to emphasize a broader base of action on a more bottom -up basis.  
Cities, regions, businesses and investors are taking action to address climate change. The 
NonState Actor Zone for Climate Action (NAZCA), Platform highlights the 12 action areas of 
the Lima-Paris Action Agenda (LPAA) and showcases over 10,000 global commitments that 
span  almost every sector. The growing leadership of cities, states, regions, businesses,  
investors, and civil society organizations is evident in the fact that nearly  5,000 companies, 
hailing from more than 88 countries, and representing over $38 trillion USD in revenue, have 
pledged to mitigate their emissions, support adaptation efforts, or finance  climate action. As 
these efforts continue to grow, efforts to understand and quantify their contributions to national 
and global goals are increasingly vital.  
 
This presentation will address the significance of sub-national government and non-state      
actors by analysing and contextualising their efforts alongside those of nation states based on 
research findings by the Yale’s Data-Driven Environmental Solutions Group (Data-Driven 
Yale). The role of non-state and sub-national actors in the Paris COP21 talks in December 
2015 will also be discussed. 
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