Catastrophic Nuclear Accidents: Procedural Implications of the
Handling of Mass Tort Claims in a Transboundary Context
SYNOPSIS
The processing of claims for compensation following
any nuclear accident poses notoriously difficult
challenges. They are particularly severe, however, in
a catastrophic accident situation entailing mass tort
claims and, especially so, in a transboundary context.
This presentation will review some of these
challenges by examining first, relevant principles of
and precedents in general international law. It then
examines how—absent any guidance from
international legal instruments—the domestic
procedural laws of key states, such as the USA, Japan
and India seek to address the problem of ensuring
prompt and fair compensation of victims of such
nuclear accidents.
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